oO 


~ 


on Oo. 


—— 
. 


0) ty te toca cat tetany tte to tos ecto tal 
< £ at Saf VE at AE 4 Bt SW Be x ms = i 
x “a A RRR KR: Rv RRS Pry Z* RAK Re KK x KK KK RRS MK <P 
[TEER PEP SPE PO PPP PPP YS PLPP PPE 


‘The Inftructor 


Vou. I. Thurfday, April 3. 1755. Nums. 5. 


Le 
a 

















ae <A. eae eer See <7 =" 
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Quest. 





As we have given our Readers a Specimen of the Encroachments of the French upon his 
Mayefly’s Territories to the Southward: We Shall here beg Leave to entertain them 
with fame of the jame Kind to the Eaftward, from a Letter publifhed in the Year 
1712, ju/t before the Treaty of Utrecht. 


SIR, 


Sie) Ce 5C; & Receiv’d Yours, wherein youtell me, that feveral ofour Merchants 

: are mightly pleas‘d with the Propofi ils of Fran-e, to rettore to 
us the whole Ifland of St. Chri/fop/ ers, the whole Bay and Straits 
of Hudjon ; to deliver up the Iland of New/oundland, with 
Placentia, and to make an ablolute Ceflion of Annapolis, with 
the reft of Nova Scotia or Accadie 5 and the AMento or Contract 
for turnithing the Spani/h W’e/t- Indies with Negroes for 30 Years, in the fame 
Manner as the French have enjoy’d it for Ten Years patt. 

I make no Doubt, but fome People magnify the Advantage ofthefe Propofals as 
much beyond [ruth as oihers do leficn them : Bur fince you are pleas’d to defire 
my Thoughts of the Matter, I will deal with you freely, according to the beft 
of my Jude ment and Information. 

All that they propoie to reftore us in America, was our own before, except 
Part of Sg. Chri/t ophers, which we took from them in this War, and therefore 
have a Right toit by the Law of Arms: So that our Obligation to them on this 
Head is not extraordinary, 

You will be the more readily convine’d of this, by confidering the following 
Patiages of King William’s Declaration of War avainit France, in 168. 3, Where 
he char: ves the French King, with * invading our Curibbee Mands, and pofle: ling 
‘ himfelf of our Territories of New-York, and of Hudjon’s Bay, in a he sHile 
‘ Manner ; feizing our Forts, burning our Subjects Houtes, and enriching his 
‘ People with the Spoil of their G: ods and Merchandizes ; detaining fome of 
‘ our Subjects under the Hardihip of Imprifonment, caufing others to beinhun vanly 
¢ killd, and driving the reft to Sea in a fmall Veffel, without Food and Necef- 
‘ faries to fupport them ; Actions not becoming evn an Enemy: And yet he 
was {fo far irom declaring himfelf fo, that at that very Time he@was negotiating 
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18 The Inftruétor. 
‘ here in England, by his Minifter, a Treaty of Neutrality and good Correfpon- 


* dence in America. 

I believe you will readily agree with me, that the French King’s Ceffion of his 
Share of St. Chri/tephers, is not an Over-ballance for the Damages he is charg’d 
with doing us, in this Declaration ; which contains another Article relating “to 
Newfe undland, as follows. 

‘ Tt is not long fince the French took Licenfes from the Engii/h Governor of 
Newfoundland, to fifh in the Seas upon that Coaitt, and paid a Tribute for fuch 
Licentes, as an Acknowledgment of the fole Right of the Crown of England to 
that Ifland ; and yet of late the Incroachments of the French upon our faid 
Iflands, and our Subjects Trade and Fifhery, have been more like the Invafions 
of an Enemy, than becoming Friends, who enjoy’d the Advantage of that 
Trade only by Permiifion.’ 

For the better underftanding of this Matter, be pleas’d to confider, that we 
have had a Title to it fince 1497, when Seba/tianCabet diicover’d it for Henry V1. 
We had a flourifhing Trade there inKing ‘fames I’s. ‘Time, and enjoy’d it with - 
out any Rival till the Ninth of Charles I. who by fome Means or other was pre- 
vail’d with to allow the French to fifth there, in favour, as I have been inform’d, 
of fome Engli/h Popith Ladies that belong’d to a Nunnery in France ; and the 
French Ships were oblig’d to pay 5 per Cent. as an Acknowledgment. 

This Liberty granted the French was fo much the more obfervable, becaufe 

that Prince, in his Letters Patent, dated the roth of February that fame Year, 
for the better Government of the Fifhing, Ships, Inhabitants, &c. takes Notice, 
That Newfoundland had been acquir 'd to the Dominions of his Progenitors, 
and his People had many Years reforted to thofe Parts; where, and on the 
Coafts adjoining, they imploy’d themfelves in Fifhing, &c. whereby a great 
Number of his Subjects had been fet at Work, and Navigation and Mariners 
much increas’d.’ 
The Allotment granted the French for curing their Fifh was to the Weftward 
of Cape Race; which was a very great Blunder in Politicks ; that being the mof 
Southerly Part of the Ifland, where the Fifh come fix W coke fooner than any 
where elfe, and gave them an Opportunity of being at Market fo long before us. 

The French having then but few Ships, and King Charles V's Reign being a 
continu’d Scene of ‘Troubles, as every one ‘know s, this Matter feems not to have 
been fo much regarded as the Importance of it requir’d ; fo that the French tatting 
the Sweets of the Trade thither, they were willing, for the Continuance of that 
Privilege, to pay fometimes three Quintals of Fifh for every Fifhing Boat they 
imploy’d, and at other times 10 per Cent. according to the Value of the Fith they 
took. It deferves our Obfervation, that as they obtain’d the firft Liberty of Fifhing 
here in the Reign of Charles 1. when we had a French Queen, who had too much 
Influence on our Government ; in the 27th of King Charles I]. who we found by 
fad Experience was for the moft Part govern’d by French Councils, they not only 
had that Liberty confirm’d, but their former Tribute, in Acknowledgment for 
that Liberty, remitted: 

We are not to wonder, that thofe Grants were confirm’d in the Reign of King 
James the Secohd, who entirely depended on France, and was in ftrict Alliance 
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with Zewis XIV. But upon the Whole you may fee, that the French were {0 
fenfible of the Weakne(fs of their Title, that they found it neceflary to get this 
Liberty contirm’d by ev ery fucceffive King fome way or other. 

Thus Things continu’d till the Reign of King William the Third, of glorious 
Memory ; who being fenfible of the vatt Importance of this Trade, was {io far 
from confirming thofe French Grants, or approving the arbitrary Meatures of his 
Predeceflors, in difpofing any Part of it to Aliens, contrary to Law, tha by the 
roth and rith of his Reign, cap. 25. he fettled the whole Right of itin his own 
Subjects, exclufive of Aliens, as follows. 


¢ Whereas the Trade of, and Fifhing of Newfie pundland, is a beneficial Trade © 


to this Kingdom, not only in the employing oreat Numbers of Seamen and 
Ships, and exporting and confuming great Quantities of Provifions and Manu- 
factures of this Realm, whereby many Tradetmen and poor Artificers are kept 
at Work, but alfo in bringing to this Nation, by Returns of the Effects of the 
faid Fithery from other Countries, great Quantities of Wine, Oil, Plate, Iron, 
Wooll, and fundry other uleful Commodities, to the Increafe of his Majetty’s 
Revenue, and the Incouragement of Trade and Navigation : Be it enacted, 
é¥¢. That henceforth all his Maiefty’s Subjects, Se. fhall have, ufe and enjoy 
the free Trade and Traffick, and Art of Merchandize and Fifhery, to and from 
Newfoundiand, and take, bait, and hfh in any of the Rivers, Creeks, Seas or 
Iflands adjoining or adjacent thereunto, as fully and freely as at any Time 
heretofore hath been us’d or enjoy’d by any of the Subjects of his Majefty’s 
Royal Predeceflors, without any Hindrances, f=-, of or trom any Perfon what- 
foever; and THAT NO ALIEN OR S'tRANGER WHATSOEVER 
(not refiding within England) ihall at any Time hereafter take any Bait, or 
ufe any fort of Trade or Fithing whatfoever in Newfoundland, or in any of the 
Iflands or Places abovemention’d.’ 

I need not tell you, that the French, by the Encouragement they had to fettle 
here in the Reigns of the two Charles’s, and Kure “/ames the Second, inftead of 
being Tributaries as formerly, took upon them to be our Matters, and were 
grown fo ftrong, that during the firft War, and particularly in 1697, they almoft 
drove us out of all our Setilements there, and deftroy’d or carry’d off our Men, 
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To redrefs which, King /V:/iiam fent a Squadron th ther under Admiral Nevi! in 


1697, and Fifteen Hundred Landmen under Sir ‘Join Gthfon. “They recover’d all 
that the French had taken from us; and when the Peace was conc luded, his 
Majefty knew the Trade to be of fuch Importance, that he fent annually a 
Sq coin thither to protect it. Sir ‘John Gibjon built a regular Fort there, which 
as call’d Fort William ; and it was afterwards fo improv 4 by Colonel Richards, 
that itis one of the moft regular and ftrongeft in that Place. 

"Tis a melancholy Story totell you, how much New/oundland was neglected 
after King Willam’s Death, and how in 1705, the French deftroy’d feveral of 
our Settlements there, and carry’d off our in en; and how little Care was taken 
to prevent this, notwith{tanding the frequent Memorials prefented by thofe con- 
cern’d in the Trade. 

Having thus given you a brief View of our fole Right to Newfoundland, and of 
the falfe Steps of three of our fucceflive Monarchs, in fuffering the French to 
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fettle there, to the infinite Lofs of our Nation; I fhall next give you fome few 


Hints of the vaft Advantage the French have reap’d by that T rade, both in refpect 
of theiy Wealth and Naval Power. 

| to d you before, that when the French begun trading hither they had very 
few Ships, bur fince that Time their Naval Force is fo much increas'd, that, to 
the unipeakable Gricf of all honeft Men, as we!}! as to the Terrorarnd ianver of all 
Eurste, we have feen them able to contend at Sea with the United Nava! Powers 
of Exeland and Holland. Nor are we to wonder at this ; for of late Years they 
have in ploy 'd in the Newfoundland Fithery 4 or 500 Sail of Ships per Aun. of good 
Burden, and mounted from 16 to 40 thes each. ~If we éompute them, as we 
may m ideitly do, to be mann’d with 30 or 40 Men per Ship, that will amount at 
a Medium to 16000 Men, employ ‘d annually in this Trade ; and one fv urth of 
thofe being ufually green Men, it proves a Nurfery of 4000 Seamien per Ann. for 
their Men of War and Privateers. 

Then as to the Advantage they make by their Trade thither, it has exceeded 
ours by far ; the Reafons of which are as follow. 

1. ThatPar: ‘6 Newforndla ned, which our late Governments unhappily 
admitted them intu, ismuch vo. er than what we kept to ourfeives, during thole 
Reigns : For lying furthett South, as I hinted already, their Seas are clear of 
Ice at leaft fix Weeks before ours, where the Shoals of Ice continue many times 
till the beg nning of Aday. 


2. In their Part they have greater Quantities of Fifth, becaufe the Climate is 
much warmer than ours, whic: \\-s to the N. E. fo that ’tis computed, that one 
‘Time with another, they kill 1 or 200 Quintals per Boat more than we. 


3. They havea thorter Voyage from the Weit Parts ot France than we, have 
Salt better and cheaper, pay !c.s for Scamen’s Wages and Pic vifions, and have 


fome fithing Tackle at eaficr fares; fo that by modeft Com; ucation they can 
afford their Fifth a Crown per ‘Quintal cheaper than we ; which with them being 
at Market before us fix Weess fooner, is worth five Shillings per Quintal 
more to them: And fince we reckon hiteen or fixteen un lings per Quintal a 
good Price for our Fith, ’tis plain that they gain two-t amg nore by what the 

fell than we do, befides what they excced us in Quantit whi ch they muft do 


now more than ever, by being pofiefs’d of Spam, where she ‘ir fupreme Command 
in the Civil Government, and their Ao orbet ent in Religion, mutt always give 
them the Preference to us, if they be allow’d to fith on the Coaft, or to cure on 
the Shore or Settlements of Newfoundland, or any of the adj icent Iflands. 

By what] have faid, you m. ry ealaly perceive the vaft Profhtihe French have reap’d 
by that Trade, and the great Dil idvantage we have labour’d under by loft g it. 
Our Weltern Ports, tuch as Larnfaple and Bid diford, are mott fenfi ible of this 
Damage, tho’ the Lots affects a.! the other Parts of the Kingdom. “Tis known 
that thofe two Towns alone did foimerly imploy above 50 Ships in that Trade 
which enabled them in the beginning of King Wiiliam sReien, to fupply the Navy 
with 400 Voiunteer Saslors : VM heres now th ey don't fit out above fix or eight 
fma!l Ships, and are tcarce able to find Men for theie. The like Decay of 
Sailors there is in all the other Ports of the Kingdom, which leflens our Naval 
Strength that ts our Natural Defence, lIeflens the iKNevenue of the Crown, and the 
Value of Gentlemen s Eitates. ( Remainder in our next.) 
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